THE UNRELENTING STRUGGLE
air forces. It also serves important British objects in presenting a
shield which should bar the eastward advance of the German in-
vader. In this the Armies of India, whose military quality has be-
come shiningly apparent, will play an increasing part, and in so
doing will keep the scourge of war a thousand miles or more from
the homes of the peoples of India. One must, therefore, expect that
very considerable deployments of British, Indian, and Dominion
Forces will gradually manifest themselves in these enormous and
desolate or ill-developed regions. The Allied front now runs in an
immense crescent from Spitzbergen in the Arctic Ocean to Tobruk
in the Western Desert, and our section of this front will be held by
the British and Empire Armies with their growing strength fed and
equipped by ocean-borne supplies from Great Britain, from the
United States, from India and from Australasia. I am glad to say
that adequate naval power will be at hand in both the Atlantic
and the Indian Ocean to secure the sea routes against attack.
If we now look back for a moment, we can measure the solid
improvement in our position in the Middle East or East which has
been achieved since the French suddenly fell out of the war and the
Italians made haste so eagerly to come in against us. At that date
all we had in those parts was from 80,000 to 100,000 men, starved
of munitions and equipment, which had all been sent to the French
front, always first to claim the best we had. We had lost our means
of safe communication through the Mediterranean and almost all
the main bases on which we relied. We were anxiously concerned
for our defence of Nairobi, Khartoum, British Somaliland and,
above all, of the Nile Valley and Palestine, including the famous
cities of Cairo and Jerusalem. None was safe; but nevertheless,
after little more than a year we have managed to gather very large
and well-equipped Annies, which already begin to approach 750,000,
which possess and are being supplied with masses of equipment of
all kinds. We have developed an Air Force almost as large as
that we had in Great Britain when the war began, an Air Force
wliich is rapidly expanding. We have conquered the whole of the
Italian Empire in Abyssinia and Eritrea, and have killed or taken
prisoner the Italian armies of over 400,000 men by which these
regions were defended. We have defended the frontiers of Egypt
against German and Italian attack. We have consolidated our
position in Palestine and Iraq. We have taken effective control
of Syria and provided for the security of Cyprus. Finally, by the
swift, vigorous campaign in Persia which has taken place since the
House last met we have joined hands with our Russian Allies, and
stand in the liae to bar the further eastward progress of the enemy.